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GROUPING - The ability to put together several objects, pictures, etc. based on one or more common attributes
or other relationships.

Activities using this skill involve children in seeking any relationship among items; functional, locational,
descriptive, etc.. The basis for grouping reflects the individual's own concept of relationship among the items. By
working in groups on this task, children are able to profit from the different ways different people relate the
same data.

CONCEPT LABELING - The ability to give a name or label to an item or a relationship among a group of items

Labeling is an economical way of thinking of one or more things. By seeking a variety of labels, the teacher
fosters the idea that many labels are synonyms, or different symbols for the same idea. This skill is an im-
portant one in conceptualization and language development. It permits greater flexibility in promoting the ability
to deal with an idea through a symbol rather than with the specific(s) to which it refers.

CLASSIFYING - The ability to include items under a label or with others called by the same name. ™~
Many of the earlier skills, c.g. similarities, diflerences, and grouping are, technically, classifying skills,
buk at this level we refer to subsuming items under a label or putting an item with others called by a certain name.
Decision-making based on knowledge is required in that the child must decide whether or not a given item belongs with
others undrr a certain general term. %o do this, he needs to know what idea the label represents and the critical
alttributes .f anything that would appropriately belong under it or with others called by that name. -

CONCEPT TESTING - eﬁ% ability to differentiate between critical and optional attributes, e.g. "If this cup
didn't have a handle, would it still be a cup?" .

This task helps children refine their concepts by helping them distinguish critical from optional attributes.
8y having to accept or reject an item as a member of a1 class on the basis of changed attributes, he must first,
c¢larify his concept to himself and then, make and defend his decision on the basis of his understanding. The
process thus promotes sharpening of deéfinitions, as well as clarification and extension of concepts.

INFERRING CAUSES -- The ability to make inferences about how one or more things caused something else.

While people tend to accept the idea that it is natural for children to ask "why?" and "what happens because?"”,
our response, too frequently is to imply that there is one "right" answer and that only adults have them. By
asking children to probe for what they think are some causes oxr effects of phenomena they observe, we imply instead
that nwoww are many possible ideas that they can search tor and find for themselves and from one another. By
asking them to support their inferences, we are, in effect, asking them to "think out loud" and verbalize what
led them to. their idea. This practice not only encourages children to take responsibility for their comments but,
also, helps other children by providing different models for arriving at ideas and by clarifying points so that
others can build on them. .
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ANTICIPATING - The ability to predict possible consequences of a new or changed situation based on
knowledge of similar situations.

In predicting possible consequences of a new or changed situation, children are basing their predic-
tions on what they have decided that should be able to expect from such situations. By explaining their
predictions, they verbalize the ideas they are applying, and by supplying necessary conditions, they
indicate what else they assume is so when they make their predictiops. This process py¥ovides the
opportunity to assess and rethink understandings in the light of new or changed situations. It fosters
refinement of knowledge and he ps counteract the tendency to hang on to conclusions and generalizations
hastily drawn.

MAKING CHOICES ~ The ability to make choices based on given c iteria, for example, "Which of
the following would be the best item of clothing to wear if you wanted to keep warm?"

Making choices requires evaluation by deciding the worth or value of given items or situations op -
in terms of certain criteria or sets of conditions. The process requires knowledge of the requirements ,
imposed by the criteria or the conditions, the ability to apply these to the items or situations in:°
question, and the ability to verbalize one's choice and defence.

Reprinted by permission of:

INSTITUTE OF STAFF DEVELOPMENT
BASIS PROGRAM
3000 Biscayne Blvd.
Suite 316
, Miami, Florida 33137
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